
FICTION 
(Find these under the author’s last name in the sections listed.) 

 

Indian Writers on Family, Home, and Homeland 
 

Brick Lane by Monica Ali  A Bangladeshi woman adapts to life in 

London and her marriage to an older man. (F) 

Family Life by Akhil Sharma  A family moves from India to the 

United States; tragedy changes their lives. (F, LP) 

Inheritance by Indira Ganesan  A coming-of-age story on a small 

island off the coast of India, and a daughter’s coming to terms 
with her mother. (F) 

Secret Daughter by Shilpi Somaya Gowda  A girl is given up to 

an orphanage in Mumbai and adopted by an Indian-American 
couple - the story explores family and identity from the perspec-
tive of both families - Indian and American (F, TB CD) 

Don't Let Him Know by Sandip Roy  This novel-in-stories portrays 

multiple generations of an Indian immigrant family. (F) 

Sari of the Gods by G. S. Sharat Chandra  Stories about Indians 

and the Indian diaspora highlight experience on both sides of 
home and abroad. (F) 

The Inheritance of Loss by Kiran Desai  The stories of a Bengali 

immigrant in the US and an Anglicized Indian girl living in India. 
(F, TB CD) 

 

More Indian Fiction 
 

The Last Taxi Ride by A.X. Ahmad  A thriller featuring Ranjit 

Singh - who first appeared in The Caretaker and is now a taxi 
driver in New York - and the city's immigrant underworld. (F) 

Bollywood Affair by Sonali Dev  A tradition-vs-modernity rom-com 

featuring an Indian woman studying in America, an Indian film 
director, and their family secrets. (F, TB CD) 

Oleander Girl and other titles by Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni, 
whose novels explore many facets of live in Calcutta. (F) 

The In-Between World of Vikram Lall by M. G. Vassanji  An  

Indian family living in Kenya, a clash between cultures. (F) 

The Lives of Others by Neel Mukherjee  Three generations of a 

family live together in Calcutta in this exploration of the turmoil, 
both personal and political, of 1960s Bengal. Shortlisted for the 
2014 Man Booker. (F) 

The Toss of a Lemon by Padma Viswanathan A widow defies 

custom by caring for her children amid the tensions of family 
turmoil and social change. (F) 

 
Assimilation, Home, and Cultural Exchange 
 

How to Read the Air by Dinaw Mengestu  A young man leaves 

New York and retraces the path his Ethiopian parents took on 
their honeymoon, working towards reconciliation of his cultural 
and family ties. (F, TB CD) 

Shantaram by Gregory David Roberts  An Australian man moves 

to India and becomes involved in the expat community there, 
this story is full of adventure but has a strong sense of place 
and great descriptions of everyday life in Mumbai. (F) 

Digging to America by Anne Tyler  This novel explores what it 

means to be American, and what it means to be an outsider. 
(F, LP, TB CD) 

The Shoemaker's Wife by Adriana Trigiani  Enza & Ciro are two 

Italians forging lives as new Americans, together and apart as 
fate tosses them along in this epic story of love and family.  
(F, LP, TB CD) 

The Buddha in the Attic by Julie Otsuka  Young Japanese 

women arrive in San Francisco to be married to men they‘ve 
never met; their challenges in learning to live in a new country. 
(F, LP, TB CD) 

How the García Girls Lost Their Accents by Julia Alvarez  Four 

sisters are growing up in the Bronx after fleeing the Dominican 
Republic with their parents in 1960; Mami & Papi are stuck in 
their old world while the girls forge ahead in the new. (F, SP F) 

 
 

TASTES and FLAVORS 
 

Aarti Paarti: An American Kitchen with an Indian Soul by Aarti 

Sequeira  The author draws on all the tastes of her life, marry-
ing Indian flavors with American dishes for a charming and 
heartfelt embodiment of cultural confluence.  
(641.5954 SEQUEIRA) 

Biting Through the Skin: an Indian Kitchen in America's Heart-
land by Nina Mukerjee Furstenau  A food-driven memoir from 

the child of Bengali immigrants to Kansas, about her experi-
ences growing up Indian in America. (92 FURSTENAU) 

Gourmet Indian in Minutes by Monisha Bharadwaj  Recipes from 

all over India with beautiful photographs to inspire. Also check 

out The Indian Spice Kitchen by the same author to learn 

more about the essential ingredients of cooking in the subcon-
tinent. (641.5954 BHARADWAJ) 

The Bombay Cafe by Neela Paniz  Paniz combined classic  

Indian flavors with an American twist at her restaurant in Los 
Angeles; this book brings you the best. (641.5954 PANIZ) 

We can't mention Indian cookbooks without pointing you to Madhur 

Jaffrey; try any of her food books for classic Indian recipes 
and memoirs of her international life. 

NONFICTION & LITERATURE 
 

Mirrorwork: 50 Years of Indian Writing, 1947-1997  India's first  

half-century of independence celebrated through the writings  
of her best-loved writers. (891.4 MIRRORWORK) 

Ka: Stories of the Mind and Gods of India by Roberto Calasso   

In beautiful prose (translated from the Italian by Tim Parks),  
Calasso tells and interprets the origins of Hindu cosmology.  
(F CALASSO) 

Works by Rabindranath Tagore  the Bengali poet and polymath 

who was the first Asian to win the Nobel Prize for Literature,  
in 1913. (891.4 TAGORE, 294.5 TAGORE) 

A Life Less Ordinary: a Memoir by Baby Halder  The memoir of a 

woman in India, married at age twelve and a mother at fourteen, 
who escaped her abusive marriage and survived through destitu-
tion in Delhi, eventually learning to read and write her story.  
(92 HALDER) 

Pink Sari Revolution: a Tale of Women and Power in India by 

Amana Fontanella-Khan  The story of grassroots activism for 
women's rights in India. (305.42 FONTANELLA-KHAN) 

Nine Lives: in Search of the Sacred in Modern India by William 

Dalrymple  Explores the ways in which traditional religious views 
& rituals are practiced in rapidly changing modern India.  
(954.053 DALRYMPLE) 

A Long Way Home by Saroo Brierley  The author was lost at the 

age of five, survived the streets of Calcutta and international 
adoption, returning when grown to search for his birthplace.  
(92 BRIERLEY) 

 

Other Themes to Explore 
 

Architecture - explore Gogol's profession 
Search in 720.9 for titles such as  

World Architecture: the Masterworks by Will Pryce  

Architecture: a Visual History by James Neal  

Lego Architecture by Phil Wilkinson (688.7 WILKINSON) 
 

Names and Naming - so much goes into what to name a child 

Find baby naming guides by searching for the subject “Names, 

Personal Dictionaries” in the catalog, or browsing 929.44. 
 

Arranged Marriage and Dating Customs 

Marrying Anita: A Quest for Love in the New India by Anita 

Jain  A woman, living in New York and frustrated with the 
American dating scene, turns to her Indian parents' tradition 
of arranged marriage in India, with commentary on the  
modernization of India and the realities of finding a mate in 
any culture. (915.4 JAIN) 

Love in the Time of Algorithms: What Technology Does to 
Meeting and Mating by Dan Slater  Is having a match 

made by a database better or worse than by your family? 
(306.73 SLATER) 

The Namesake’s namesake!  

Nikolai Gogol’s story The Overcoat plays an 

important role in Ashoke Patel's history.  
Find it in several collections on our shelves.  
(F GOGOL) 
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Works by Jhumpa Lahiri 

 

Novels 

 The Namesake (2003) 
 also available in: 

 Audiobook 
 Large Print 
 Downloadable eBook 
 Downloadable eAudiobook 
 Book Club Kit 

 The Lowland (2013) 
 shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize 

and a finalist for the National Book 
Award for Fiction 

 
Stories and Short Works 

 Interpreter of Maladies (1999) 
 Unaccustomed Earth (2008) 
 Lahiri has contributed many stories and 

articles to the New Yorker; find these in 
our online databases. 

 
 
 
 

This list of reading suggestions is just the  
beginning!  Find an expanded list and  

links to online resources at  
jmrl.org/wiki/The_Namesake. 

 

We’ve got lists of related books for  
kids & teens, too, so the whole family  

can join in the fun! 

Indian Music on CD - Classical & Contemporary 
 Indian Classical Maestros 
 Putumayo India 
 Rough Guide to Bollywood 
 Rough Guide to Bhangra 
 Recordings of classical ragas - search for “ragas” as 

a subject in the catalog 
 

Movies and Music 

Feature Films on DVD 
 The Namesake 
 Best Exotic Marigold Hotel 
 Brick Lane 

 Bride & Prejudice 

 The Hundred Foot Journey 

 The Lunchbox 

 Monsoon Wedding 

 for more movies set in India, do a keyword search for 
“India drama” in the catalog 

 

JMRL invites all book lovers in Central Virginia to join 
The Big Read throughout March 2015. Read and  
discuss The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri and participate 
in programs about the book, its themes, and its author. 

 

For updates, events, and information: 
jmrl.org/bigread 

 
 
The Big Read, a program of the 
National Endowment for the 
Arts in partnership with Arts 
Midwest, is designed to revitalize 
the role of literature in American 
culture. The Big Read brings to-
gether partners from across the 
country to encourage citizens to 
read for pleasure and  
enlightenment. 
The Big Read is supported by the 
Art and Jane Hess Fund of the 
Library Endowment.  

 
The Namesake 

by Jhumpa Lahiri 
 
 

Suggestions for  

Further Reading 

http://aries.jmrl.org/search/t?norwood
http://aries.jmrl.org/search/t?***
http://aries.jmrl.org/search/t?***
http://aries.jmrl.org/search/t?***
http://aries.jmrl.org/search/t?***
http://aries.jmrl.org/search/X?true+grit+portis
http://aries.jmrl.org/search/X?escape+velocity+portis
http://www.jmrl.org/bigread



