
      Friends of the Greene County Library, Inc. 

Minutes of November 17, 2015 

Board of Directors Meeting 

 

The meeting convened at 6:30 p.m. at the Library meeting room.  In attendance were 

Kathy Ladika, Marissa Holmes, Betsy Martin, Lisa Thomas, Nancy Ford, and the Branch 

Librarian, Ginny Reese.  Mary Jo Sopelak was on business travel. 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report.  The balance in the treasury stands at $3,578.14.  Member fees 

and donations since the September meeting totaled $630.00.  Expenditures for 

Bibliophiles and film night refreshments totaled $40.61.  Marissa Holmes, the Treasurer 

for the past several years, announced her resignation from the Board.  She will, however, 

provide the Board with the end-of-year financial report and ensure a smooth transition to 

a new or interim Treasurer.   

 

 

Membership Report.  There were 14 new and 11 renewed members during October 

through November 17. 

 

 

November Friends Awareness.  Membership forms, introduction to the Friends 

organization, and copies of the Newsletter are set up on a designated shelf in the library, 

and the staff is handing out an information sheet to book borrowers.  This, along with 

Ginny talking to the Friday night film audience, has resulted in attracting several new 

members! 

 

 

Newsletter.  The Friends e-Newsletter for November/December was sent out to 

members (and several nonmembers) on Oct. 25; a copy was also provided to the Greene 

County Record so that a notice could be put in the “In and Around Greene” section to 

highlight the Friends group.    

 

 

Corporation Bylaws.  The amended bylaws were reviewed and approved by the 

directors present at the meeting.  The bylaws will be posted on the JMRL/Greene Friends 

web site. 

 

 

Budget Expenditures and Plans.  The Board reviewed calendar year 2015 

expenditures (through Nov. 17) and outlined the budget for 2016.  The proposed 2016 

budget is $2,435.00.  The largest items planned are for landscape and grounds 

maintenance ($700), summer reading program kick-off ($600), and purchase of books for 

the youth development council ($300).  The other items budgeted total $835.00.  
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Annual Meeting Plans.  Lengthy discussion was held on the annual meeting/social 

that is scheduled for January 29.  The meeting is required by the corporation bylaws for 

the purpose of electing the Board of Directors, providing the financial report, and 

introducing any new programs.  Different venues and types of food/beverages were 
talked about, and it was agreed that it would be held at the Parish Hall of Grace Episcopal 

Church in Stanardsville.  The Board agreed to budget $200 for the event.  An email 

notice of the meeting will be sent to all members, and the Greene County Record will be 

requested to publicize that the event is open to the public with the hope of attracting new 

members and interest in serving on the Board. 

 

 

New Program Proposals.  Topics were initiated for consideration which involve 

making books available to the community outside the library -- one being a project to set 

up one or two additional Little Free Libraries in the County.  The idea was not agreed 

upon because it was thought that they could not be adequately monitored in keeping with 

the intent of the LFL concept.  The subject of free books at the Food Pantry for families 

when picking up their food bags was discussed and favorably received by the Board.  

Kathy will talk to the Manager, Mr. Lawson, to determine interest and viability.  

 

A Friends-sponsored educational scholarship fund for a William Monroe High School 

senior was discussed.  While some of the Board members like the idea and would want to 

see it initiated, the opinion was that developing criteria and standards would be work-

intensive and the project possibly could not be sustainable in times of limited treasury 

funds.  The idea was tabled for possible future consideration. 

 

 

Membership Fee.  A proposal to increase the annual $5.00 membership fee to $10.00 

a year was not agreed upon.  The membership form, however, will be revised to add new 

levels of donations. 

 

  
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm.  The next scheduled meeting is January 29.  A 

special meeting to finalize the annual meeting plans may be called in early January. 

 

 

Submitted by Kathy Ladika, Friends of the Greene County Library, Inc.   
 

 


